Critical examination of herbarium specimens (including type material) indicates that Thalictrum callianthum (Ranunculaceae), described from Mainling, south-east Xizang (Tibet), China, is conspecific with T. diffusiflorum, a species described from Nyingchi closely contiguous to Mainling and fairly common in south-east Xizang. We therefore place the former in synonymy with the latter.
Introduction
Thalictrum callianthum Wang (2013: 583 ) (Ranunculaceae) was described on the basis of a single collection, Y. Yang et al. 471 (PE; Fig. 1A, B) , from Mainling (= Milin), south-east Xizang (Tibet), China. In the protologue, the author stated that it was closely related to T. delavayi Franchet (1886: 367) , but differed by having smaller leaflets (4-10 mm × 3-9 mm vs. 3 cm × 2-2.5 cm), larger sepals (11-16 mm vs. 9-12 mm long), narrowly linear (vs. oblong) anthers, slender styles as long as (vs. much shorter than) ovaries, elongated in fruit and hamate (vs. not hamate) at the apex, and wingless (vs. narrowly winged) achenes. Wang & Liu (2016) has recognized T. callianthum as an independent species in the Higher Plants of China in Colour recently published. It is worth mentioning that Wang (2013) , in his remarks on T. callianthum, stressed that T. callianthum should be introduced to cultivation because its flowers were purple, larger, and thus looked more beautiful than those of T. delavayi, a highly ornamental species already cultivated in gardens in Uppsala, Sweden and Geneva, Switzerland.
The discovery of Thalictrum callianthum, an attractive plant with quite showy flowers as claimed by its author, from south-east Xizang, a fairly well botanized area, caught our attention. The aim of this paper is to determine the identity of T. callianthum.
Material and methods
For morphological comparisons, we critically checked herbarium specimens of Thalictrum callianthum and T. diffusiflorum in HNWP, K, KUN and PE. We also consulted a colour photograph of T. callianthum (Wang & Liu 2016) . 
Results and discussion
The characters given by Wang (2013) for his Thalictrum callianthum, particularly the smaller leaflets and larger, purple sepals, together with its type locality, are reminiscent of T. diffusiflorum Marquand & Shaw in Marquand (1929: 153) , a species described on the basis of a collection, F. Kindon-Ward 5899 (K; Fig. 2) , from Nyingchi, which is closely contiguous to Mainling, the type locality of T. callianthum. Our critical examination of other specimens (some of them are shown in Fig. 3 , with two from Mainling, the type locality of T. callianthum) also indicates that T. callianthum is undoubtedly identical with T. diffusiflorum. In describing T. callianthum, Wang (2013) contrasted it with T. delavayi, a species widely distributed in west Guizhou, west Sichuan, south-east Xizang, and Yunnan, probably because he regarded both of them as glabrous plants. He described the stem, leaves, inflorescence and carpels of T. callianthum as all being glabrous. Upon a careful observation of the type material of T. callianthum, however, we found that the stem, leaves (abaxial side), inflorescence and carpels of T. callianthum are all more or less glandular pubescent (Fig.1C-H) . The glandular hairs on the inflorescence are also visible in the colour photograph of T. callianthum (Wang & Liu 2016) . As shown in Figs. 1-3 , the type specimens of T. callianthum matches perfectly those and other specimens of T. diffusiflorum in general aspect. It is evident that the two names encompass only one taxonomic entity. It is therefore necessary to place T. callianthum in synonymy with T. diffusiflorum as the latter is an earlier name. Our survey of herbarium specimens indicates that T. diffusiflorum is a fairly common species, occurring from Bomi to Nangxian in south-east Xizang, China.
In having relatively larger flowers, Thalictrum diffusiflorum is somewhat similar to T. delavayi, a species fairly common in west Guizhou, west Sichuan, south-east Xizang, and Yunnan, China (four specimens from south-east Xizang are shown in Fig. 4 for the convenience of comparison). The former is most readily distinguishable from the latter, among other characters as given by Wang (2013) for distinguishing between T. callianthum and T. delavayi, by the stem, leaves, inflorescence axis, pedicels and carpels being all more or less glandular pubescent (vs. glabrous) and, as indicated by the specific epithet " diffusiflorum", the usually quite lax (vs. relatively dense) panicle. 
Taxonomic treatment
Thalictrum diffusiflorum Marquand & Shaw in Marquand (1929: 153 . Fig.1A , B.
For a full description of this species see Marquand & Shaw in Marquand (1929) , Wang & Wang (1979) , Wang (1985) , and Fu & Zhu (2001) .
Distribution and habitat:-Thalictrum diffusiflorum is distributed in south-east Xizang, China (Fig. 5) . It occurs in forests, thickets or grassy places along streamside at elevations of 2900-3800 m above sea level. 
Phenology:-Flowering

